
Metropolitan Stadium Dedication
April 24, 1956

Fifty years ago, Bloomington’s Metropolitan Stadium was officially dedicated
at a game featuring the Minneapolis Millers and Wichita Braves. The Millers were a
professional, minor-league baseball team that played in Minnesota until 1960.
Nicollet Park, a small, wooden structure at the corner of 31st Street and Nicollet
Avenue in Minneapolis, served as the team’s home field for sixty years. A bond drive
led by local businesses known as the Minneapolis Minutemen financed
construction of a stadium for the Millers in Bloomington. Originally seating fewer
than 20,000 fans, Metropolitan Stadium evolved into a combination of single,
double and triple-deck stands without roofs. Gusty winds from the northwest
helped right-handed hitters, earning the park a reputation as a home run haven.
Metropolitan Stadium entered the big leagues in 1961 when the Washington
Senators moved to Bloomington and became the Minnesota Twins. The Twins
played their last baseball game in Metropolitan Stadium on September 30, 1981.
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What’s
happening
Information and
services you can use

Creekside Community Center,
9801 Penn Ave. S., houses the
Human Services’ Senior Program.

For information on the following
programs, pick up the quarterly
catalog Senior Splash at Creekside,
visit www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Senior Splash, or call 
952-563-4873; 952-563-4957 V/TTY.

Get Acquainted with Creekside

Learn about the ongoing
programs and activities at Creekside
the first Wednesday of each month,
September - June, 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. This
informal session includes
information, a tour of the facility and
a chance to get acquainted.

May is Older Americans’ Month
Call Creekside to register for the

following events:
Older American’s Month Lunch

and Party will be held Monday, May 8,
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m., with musical guest
Mary Hall. Reservations are required.

Gather at the east entrance of The
Park at the Mall of America (formerly
Camp Snoopy) for the National Senior
Health and Fitness Day Fun Walk on
Wednesday, May 31, 9 a.m. This free
event includes prizes and
refreshments.

AARP’s defensive driving classes
Minnesota law mandates a 10

percent reduction in car insurance
premiums for persons 55 and older
who complete a defensive driving
course. Classes are offered monthly at
Creekside. Cost is $10.

Spring Walking Club
The Spring Walking Club meets

Tuesday mornings in May for hikes at
a variety of Twin Cities locations.
Buses leave Creekside at 8:30 a.m. and
return at 11:30 a.m. A picnic lunch will
follow the last hike. Cost is $41. For
more information, call 952-563-4949.
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Kite Day 2006
Celebrating Children’s Day in Japan
In honor of Children’s Day, a Japanese national 
holiday that celebrates the health and happiness of all
children, the Bloomington Sister City Organization and the
City of Bloomington present Kite Day 2006. Bring your own
kite, make one or receive one on site. Special guest Mayor
Isaka from Izumi City, Japan, will attend the event at Valley
View Playfields, 90th Street and Portland Avenue, on
Sunday, May 7, 1 p.m. For more information, call 952-563-8735.

Citywide Garage Sales
Attend the sales or hold your own 

There are two great ways to clean
out this spring. Set items out for the
Curbside Cleanup (see page 4) or sell your
unwanted treasures at the Citywide
Garage Sales that are sponsored by
Human Services with support from the
Bloomington Optimist Club, Thursday -
Saturday, June 1, 2 and 3. Registration is
$20 ($15 without a yard sign) and
includes a yard sign, advertising and
individual listing in the official registry

of sale addresses. To register or for more information, call 952-563-4873. Registration
forms are also available on the City’s Web site at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Garage sale. Deadline is Wednesday, May 17.

Purchase your garage sale list for $2 beginning May 30 at Bloomington Civic
Plaza, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road, or at Creekside Community Center, 9801 Penn Ave.
S. Lists will also be available on the City’s Web site at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Garage sale.

Community events

Help reduce traffic 
in your area

It’s easy and economical to reduce
traffic in your area. Sit back and relax by
taking the bus or light rail to work.
Exercise your mind and body by riding a
bicycle or walking to your job. Cut your
commuting costs in half by carpooling.
The Commuter Challenge encourages
individuals to commute to work by
using alternatives to driving alone
anytime between April 1 and June 30.
Pledge to try one commuting alternative
and you will be entered in the prize
drawing in July for iPods, commuter
bicycles, a high-definition, flat-screen
television, and a bed and breakfast stay.

The Commuter Challenge can
increase morale and motivate
employees to do something positive for
themselves and the environment and it
is just plain fun. In 2005, 262
metropolitan-area companies
participated in the event.

Register an individual or a company
by e-mailing melissa@494corridor.org
or call Melissa Madison at 612-749-4494.
Pledge forms are available online at
www.494corridor.org.

A program of the 494 Corridor
Commission, 494 Commuter Services
provides information on commuting
alternatives and is part of a regional
effort to reduce traffic congestion.

Take the pledge  
Win great prizes

Seven European-style Trek L200
commuter bicycles will be given away
during the Commuter Challenge.

Celebrate Arbor Day 
Purchase and plant a tree 
Swamp White Oak, Hackberry and Red
Maple trees are for sale. Cost is $50 each.
Trees will be distributed Saturday, May 6.
To purchase a tree, call 952-563-8751 or
download a form from the City’s Web
site, www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Tree sale.
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